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e oct He ‘incident, which he could not but 
4 2 swith the “trumpet tongue” of ener- 
ey, if had: happened; and is {till plainer, ‘if 
ible, from his notice of the letters, as men- 
ned “one beet the rebels; in a-dif- 
patch which he wrote feveral days afterward. The 
_ ‘whole formal and pompous tale therefore, which 
the rebels have given us of the feizute of Dal- 
. gleithe and. ‘the letters on the goth of June, ap- 
pears again for the twentieth time, and appears 
| every time with an additional weight of evidence, 
to be an_ impudent effort of experiment, to try 
| how far the ea ade a credulous party 
i ae would extend. ges 
~ Throgmorton wrote again to. £ Slorsberh on 
ee, Sekeeren eas? “Matters were now ripening 
_-faft to a conclufion, “ The repair to this 
-_ € town doth begin to be great,” he fays, « and 
oe Beno aa place of counfellors, and 
ua? good regard, do boldly and -overtly 




















thei ‘Sovereign, faying, it fhal! 
the “power of any within this realm, 
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rious ¢rimes.” They 
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and far beth, are now 


y her, to condemn her, to 


her in’ prifon for life. 
> tranfition fhews evidently 
aed eo had been 


t 16 operation of their 
d 2 dg comple- 
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Throgmorton, «not only ‘to have the ‘Ota 
«< procefs made and her condemnation -publick, 
« but alfo raz DEPRIVATION of her ESTATE. ney 
“ tire to enfue. 4 great number do iy | 
«before the other going before, becat fe ag ia 
“ fear they fhall want fure means to kee ep her... 
« ative in prifon,” 8&¢, * "Yerovelt ialSaghcck, a 
favages, who’ mounted up in | principles é at wee 
to all that eternal difgtace of our country, the 
regicidal butchery of 1648, did not iin 
have any letters againft ber. They were for me mS 
trying, for condemning, for beheading her. ‘But oy 
THEY SAID NOT A WORD OF THE! LETTERS, | 
And yer the very lords could afterwards allow, — 
could afterwards affirm, and could afterwards with 
a felfith folemnity maintain, that their conduct _ 
paft and to come,. in imprifoning and depofing 
their Queen, could be vindicated by “no other . 
“way or moyen” poffible to be found, than by. di 
appealing to the letters, Bige ae 3 

Throgmorton wrote again to Eli sheet on the , 
TWENTY-FIRST, and ee an 3 wer in form, “ 
which the rebel lords had ¢ iven him at laft, to. 
fome of his mo a ae ae 


latter has been founds: - “And the 
only difguifed by a falfé date 
for the 2oth.f I thal bes 
and end with the difpatch. 
‘The rebel lords f 
poor pretence of the « 
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- them 3 a pretenice thiat would never be wanting, if 
en oe On the 15th,* it feems, he had pre- 
a great and large remonftrance” to them, 
ypon their rebellion againft ‘the authority, and 
upon their imprifonment of the perfon, of theit 
08 3 ** putting them in mind of the duties of 
ubjects towards their natural princes.’’ They 
=a for Elizabeth’s and his «¢ better fatis- 
« faétion herein,” do now ‘‘ declare fome part 
« of their intents and proceedings.” | Now then, 
if they have the letters, they will certainly men- 
tion them. And we fhall have at lait fome 
intimation of this grand difcovery, upon which 
in the December following they ground all their 
, and even all their future, wanfaétions, for 
hess full and complete vindication. 

Yet we are ftill doomed to difappointments. 
They fill say NOT A WoRD OF THE LETTERS, 
They even fay, what evidently thews they had 
“not the letrers yet.  “ Firft,” they fay, “ we 
« pray her Highnefs,” Elizabeth, ‘* to conceive 
<< of us, that we take no pleafure to deal with 
“our Sovereign after this fort, as WE ARE 
‘“presentox [at prefent] ENFORCED To Do, 

__ © being THE PERSON IN THE WORLD wHom (ac- 
cording: to our bounden duty) we Have 1x 
/ OUR BEART: MOST poner AND "gl 
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all this~earneftnefs of wifhes for her grandeur, 
and all this readinefs to. promote. her grandeur, 
even at the hazard of their lives ; however hypo- 
critical and falfe, are” plainly extended down ta 
the prefent moment, a8 profs that they now take 
no pleafure in what they are mow enforced to do. 
But they could not talk in this ftrain ef prefent, if 
they had intercepted, if they had fabricated, or 
if they had planned, any letters againft her.- 

They then dwell ftrongly upon the siandicnof 
the King, and the acquittal of Bothwell: though 
the former was executed, in concert with Both- 
well, by, Morton their leader; and though, at 
the latter, Morron was not content to have laid 
his trains in fecret for the deliverance of Both- 
well, but ftood openly during the trial within the 
fame box with — They next dwell. more 


ftrongly 


* See Jebb, i. 403+ But Jebb, i. 464, informs us of 
Morton's ftanding in the box with Bothwell, at the trial. 
And Camden, Tranf. 94, and Orig. 117, tells us what is 
much more, that Morton undertook the management of his 
whole caufe for him, “ Mortonio caufam ejus fuftinente.” 
Thefe two notices unite together, to thew: us the main fpring 
‘that fet the whole machine a going. ‘The four affeffors to 
the hereditary judge, Argyle, were plainly picked ouit for the - 
purpofe ; being all four warm friends to Morton and the 
faction, pee : 
him, and being all four 4 onec 
charge Bothwell and Mary 
pe Bothwell fet 
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trived se. ‘Simon i in concurrence with John Spens, one of 


“the Queen’s two advocates and profecutors (Anderfon, ii. 97), 


who was probably engaged in thé murder himfelf (Ander- 
fon, i. 48), and who was certainly embarked in the rebellion 
afterwards: (Keith, 452); as an additional barrier of fecu- 
rity to Bothwell (Anderfon, ii. 98 and 114). Morton 
could not tell, what evidence Lenox might have obtained 
concerning the murder, He knew Bothwell’s guilt and his 
own fo well, as to be clear he might obtain the fulleft. And, 
a8 the affeffors in fuch a café would have been compelled to 
condemn, it was requifite to have a fecond fubterfuge. - For 
this reafon alfo, he added athird. To prevent the produc- 
tion of evidence, was better than to baffle it when it was 
produced, Morton, therefore, provided a body of armed men 
with 2 flag to attend Bothwell to the place of trial (An- 
derfon, ii. 167, and Keith, 405). Thefe were meant only for 
a terrour to the timid Lenox. They could be intended for 
nothing elfe. ‘They could not have refcued Bothwell from 
punilhment, if he had been condemned. A condemnation 
alfo was effectually precluded, by the meafures already taken. 
And they could not be calculated to counteract any armed 
men with Lenox, ‘becaufe Lenox was coming without any 
(Anderfon, ii. 106—107),. They were intended therefore 
10 terrify only. ‘They were intended, fay the rebels them- 


~ felves, ' that nane fould compeir to perfew him.” (Keith, 


405). This they did completely. Lenox had now reached 
Stirling on his way to the trial, He there heard of the 
ge foldiery. Payee alarmed. He ftopt where he 
wrote tothe Queen, to defer the tria) ox account of 
his ficknefs B sargats $27=53)- And, findiug the trial was 
not to be deferred : eel eens aie. 90 be next day, he fo 
fat ecore PEt 50.48 net.,cO appear, 
wit a letter to the court, and 


1 z ‘of tyme, and that he is ; 
dis, quha fuld have accom, 
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by Bothwell. They fay the was “ by fear, force,” 
&c. ** compelled” to marry hims And they con- 


fequently had not yet an idea of any letters, that 


fhould thew fhe was feized by her own manage- 
ment, was married by her own concurrence, and 
had been an mere: whore to him before. 
But they tell us this fecret, even more pointedly 
afterwards. . * What refted,” they fay; for 
Bothwell « to finifh the work begun, and to 
*« accomplifh the whole. defire of his ambitious 
‘¢ heart, but to fend the fon after the father, and, 
“¢ as might be fufpeéted, feeing him keep another 
« wife in ftore, TO MAKE THE QUEEN ALSO DRINK 
“oF THE sAME cup, to the end he might in- 
<< veft himfelf with the crown of the realm?’* 
The rebel lords at this time, it is plain, had 
not admitted even ome Jfolitary idea into their 
minds, of any adulterous commerce betwixt the 
Queen and Bothwell. | The idea indeed had been 
itarted among the multitude, but it was not yer 
admitted by the lords. It never was admitted 
by them, It firft. became genempl among the 


“ panyit him to his honour and fxsetie of bis lyfe, in refpedt of 
** she greitnes of bis{ Bothwell’s] partie, and he having affiftance 
“ of na freindis dor only bimfelf” (Anderfon, ii. ro6—107). 
And, with the fame view, Morton appeared in the box with 
Bothwell, to countenance and to encourage him. All thefe" 
meafures are only fo many gradations in one feale of vil- 
lainy. They are all parts of one m, They were 
therefore the atts of one directing mind. “Bid a ind, ag 
Camden informs us, was. mden gives the ge- ” 
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people, and then the letters were refolved upon 
by the lords. And this forms a molt complete 
vindication of the Quten from the charge. It 
not only fhews the letters not to have been then 
intercepred. It fhews them not to have been 
then thought of. It fhews the fundamental 
principle of them all not to have then exifted, in 
the belief of thofe hypoctitical and calumnious 
wretches. 

But the rebel lords reinforce this ftriking de- 
claration, by a repetition of it. ‘They even rein- 
force it, with a pointed addition in their manner. 
« Tt behoved us affuredly,” they fay, “to have 
* recommended the fov} of our prince, and of 
* the moift part of ourfelves, to God’s hands ; 
“and, as we may firmly believe, the sovi aso 
“ oF OUR SOVEREIGN THE QuEEN, who sHOULD 
“© NOT HAVE LIVED WITH HIM HALF A YEAR TO 
* aw END, as may be conjectured by the fhort 
«time they lived together, and the maintaining 
*< of his other wife at home at his houfe.” And 
they thus thew us in the moft convincing man- 
ner, that the charge of adultery againtt Mary 
was never thought of by themfelves, in all their 
wilde frenzies of calumny againft her, while 
the King was living, while the Queen was a widow, 
ot while Bothwell was afudlly prefent with ber; 
that it was never believed by them, even after 
they had taken up arms, even after they had in- 
duced her to abandon Bothwell, even after they 
had thrown the Queen into a prifon, or even 
after the. accufation was firmly believed among 
Gy ateecrs and Na the charge of murder; 

which 
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which was founded only on the charge of adul~ 
tery, muft of courfe have been later ftill than 
this, in its reception among them. 

The rebel lords had now gone on to the laft 
limits of hypocrify. They had been avowing 
fentiments of moderation to their Queen, They 
had no thoughts of blafting her character, They 
had not an idea of touching her life. They meant 
to reftore her to her liberty and her crown. In 
all this they were undoubtedly hypocritical. But 
why Were they fo? They were waiting to fee the 
influence of their political charms upon the en- 
chanted multitude, at the ecclefiaftical affembly 
on the zoth. If the multitude fhould then prove 
to have been deaf to the voice of thefe charmers, 
and be for mild meafures to their young and 
amiable princefs ; then the lords muft have acted 
as they faid, followed the inclinations of the po- 
pulace, and reftored their Queen. But, if the 
people fhould appear to have been wrought upon 
itrongly by the force of their magick, and to be’ 
ready and clamorous for any exorbitancies of ufur- 
pation; they fhould recall all that they had faid, 
they fhould wrap themfelves up in the tempeft 
that they had raifed, 


Ride in the whirlwind, dud direct the ftorm, 


They. were now come to this period. The 
members of the affembly were all for violence. 
“ Yow harde yefterdaye,” fays Lethington to 
Throgmorton on thé 2oth, **and fomewhat thys 
«« daye, how bothe yow and I weere publykelye 
*« taxed in the gd th thoughe we weere not: 
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named: wee imuft be fayne to make a vertue 
“ of neceflytie, and forbeare neythér to doe our- 
* felves good, the Quene, nor our \countrye :— 
* tomy great gryeffe I fpeake that, the Quene 
« my Soveraygne maye not be abyden amongeft 


‘#¢ ys: and thys ys not tyme to doe hir good, if 


« fhe be ordeyned to have anye.” ‘ Mr. Knox,” 
adds ‘Throgmorton’in this. very letter, « dothe 
«* contynew hys feveare exhortacyons, as well 
“«* agaynfte the Quene as agaynfte Bodwell; 
«« thretnynge the greate plage of God to thys 
é¢ wholle countrey and natyon, yf fhe be fpared 
«from her condigne ponyfhement.” Such a 
deluded ideot in his notions, and yet fuch a wild 
raver in his fpeeches, was this anri-pore of 
Scotland! ** The convencyon of all the churches,”’ 
Throgmorton fubjoins, —* dothe houlde; and 


,‘¢ thys daye (being the 21 of this monethe) theye 
_ are affembled in the Tollebowthe, where they 


«< doe propounde fuch matters as they intende to 


" « tteate of at thys tyme.—They be verye auda- 


“cyous, and yt appearethe theyre hartes be 
© mervelowflye hardened agaynft theyre Sove- 
“ yaygne; whichGod mollefye.” The fpirit of 
Knox refted upon them all.. They fhared in his 
idiotcy. And they partook of hisravings. The 
rebel lords therefore, as we fee by Lethington’s 


_ verbal intimations to Throgmorton, were already 


refolved to throw themfelves upon the current of 


_ popular fury, that ran fo ftrongly in their favour, 
and.to float on it to the fartheft point, which they. 


“had ever wifhed to reach. 
aa ack aeontingly informs us, in his 


covering © 
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covering difpatch to their anfwer, thus.—« Your 
«« Majeftie,” he fays,—** mycht perceyve by ny 
*¢ letters of the 19 of Julye, upon fuch eroundes 
“as T made my colleétyons, that th’ yflue of thys 
** great matter heere was lyke to be determyned by 
“€ one of the four degrees and endes in my fayde let- 
“tres mencyoned; albeit I dyd pryncypallye relye 
*¢ by conjecture upon the twoe lafte and extremeft. 
“« But nowe | have by affured intellygence (not- 
** with{tanding this fmowthe fpeache, uttred by 
*¢ theys lordes in thys wrytinge which I fende 
*‘ your Majeftie) they bee refolved to put in 
*©executyon forthewith the coronatyon of the 
* yonge prynce, with the Quenes confent, yf 
“ they can obteyne the fame; promyfynge her, 
«that her conformyetye in thys matter fhall ai- 
«fure unto her, that they meane not neyther to 
“ towche her in honor nor in ly{fe, neyther other- 
“‘wyfe to procede agaynit her judycyallye by’ 
*© waye of proces; otherwyte they are derermyned 
** to procede agaynft her publykelye, by many- 
“ feftacion of fuche evydence as they are hable 
*¢ to charge her with. And, for the perfectynge 
‘© of thys theyre entent, they have fent for all 
* the lordes and gentlemen, which they thynke 
“© will conjoyene with them.” The rebels are 
thus ‘ refelved to put in execution forthwith the 
“ coronation of the young prince,” and confe- 
quently to depofe their Queen, either with or 
without her own confent; at the very time when 


* Keith, Pref. xi—xii, The language of this letter is 
much more azs/ent than that of the others, becaufe this is 
printed /iteratim from the original. ; 

VOL. I. cy they 
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they are declaring, that fhe is «* the perfon in 
« the world, whom (according to their bounden 
«¢ duty) they in their hearts moft revere and ho- 
« nour, whofe grandeur they moft earneftly with, 
“¢ and with the hazard of their lives would en- 
“ deavour themfelves.to procure.” They are 
thus determined “ to proceed againft her judi- 
* cially by way of procefs,” and “ by manifefta- 
“‘tioun of fuch evidence as they are able to 
“« charge her with,” for the murder of her huf- 
band; at the very moment, when by their 
own conjectures the real murderer of him, even 
Bothwell, meant to make the Queen alfo drink 
<< of the fame cup ;” and when alfo, according 
to their own * firm belief,” it was moft probable 
the Queen “ fhould not have lived with him 
“ balf a year to an end,” 


The bane and antidote are both before us. 


The rebels had been long in the habit of pro- 
feffing a regard, a refpeé&t, and a reverence for 
Mary, which was direétly contrary to their real 
defigns againft her. But thefe defigns they could 
not avow yet. *They might never be able to 
avow them. They might be obliged to refign 
them up for ever.—They mutt wait to fee, how 
high their own excited tide of faction among the 
populace would rife, before they could either 
refign or avow. They therefore went on, fpeak- 
ing only the real regard, which the Queen’s ami- 
ablenefs had long drawn from all of them; ex- 
preffing only the real fees which the Queen’s 

virtues | 
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virtues had long forced from all of them; and de- 
claring only the real reverence, which the Queen’s 
dignity of mind and fpirit had long extorted from 
all of them. They even went on in the fame’ 
ftrain, when there was no longer. the fame necef- 
fity for it, when the tide had rifen up ta their 
higheft water-mark, and when they could embark 
themfelves and their defigns upon it. From the 
active influence of habit, from the lively energies 
of nature, and from the {trong awe and controul, 
which the Queen’s good and great qualities ftill 
kept upon their fouls; they ftill went on, as the 
affertors of the Queen’s innocence and the main- 
tainers of the Queen’s honour, when they had 
actually refolved to depofe her, and when they had 
actually determined, if fhe would not confent to 
her own depofition, to charge her with the mur- 
der of her hufband, and to try her publickly for 
her life. And thus, when they had taken their 
Jaft and final refolution of profligacy, when they 
had mounted up to their higheft heights of impu- 
dence and calumny, and when they were nowriding 
the clouds in their extravagancies of imagination 
againft her; in thofe very moments, by a happy 
interpofition of the idiotcy of wickednefs among 
them, did they fpeak in the ftrongeft terms for 
Mary that they had ever ufed yet, did they put 
them all down formally upon paper, and did they 
prefent them all formally upon paper to Elizabeth’s 
embaffadour for his miftrefs : fo forming one of the 
ampleft vindications of Mary, and one of the moft 
powerful condemnations of themfelves, thatis to be 
met with in all the records of her and their hiftory. 

. T 2, We 
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We are now got a full month, beyond the date 
affigned by the rebels for the pretended feizure 
of the letters. But we find that thefe have not 
been feized yet. Their own accounts at the 
time, evince the falfehood and forgery of their 
accounts afterward. Such dupes have the world 
been to the impofitions of thefe men! But we 
are now coming at laft, to fome intimation con- 
cerning the letters, And this will concur with 
the filence before, to wring thefe fraudulent 
wretclfes to the ground, and to pin them there 
for ever. 

Throgmorton wrote to Elizabeth again on the 
TWENTY-THIRD.* But this difpatch is loft. 
He wrote, however, the fame day to the Ear] of 
Leicefter. This is preferved. In it he fpeaks 
thus. ‘ This Queen,” he fays, ‘is like very 
« fhortly to be deprived of ber royal eftate, her fon 
“* to be crowned king, and fhe detained in prifon 
* within this realm, and the fame to be governed 
“* in the young King’s name, by a councel confifting 
** of certain of the nobility and other wife men 
"© of this realm.t” The plan of proceeding is 
now fettled by the rebels. It had long been 
fettled in their own minds. This is plain from 
the intimations of it by Lethington to Throg- 
miorton, at their firft meeting on the eleventh of 
July before; and from their fubfequent exe- 
cution of it in all its parts. And at the very 
ume, when they were talking reverently of the 


* Robertfon, ii. 380. It isdatedthe 24th, But the fequel 
fhews, that it cannot be later than the 23d, + Ibid. 378. 


Queen ; 
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Queen; when they profeffed their intention te 
reftore her to her liberty, and to replace her on 
her throne; even then they were acting upon 
the religious paffions, and urging on the honeft 
credulity, of their people, in order to lead them 
to a formal depofition, and a perpetual impri- 
fonment, of her. They particularly ftimulated 
that well-meaning ‘ fon of violence” and barba- 
rifm, that religious sacHEM of religious Mo- 
HAWKS, Knox, to exert all the wonderful influ- 
ence, which his rude but impaflioned oratory had 
over the people, and to wind them up into 
madnefs, for the execution of their villainies. 
«This day,” fays Throgmorton on the 19th, 
“ being at Mr. Knox’s fermon, who took a piece 
“of fcripture forth of the Books of the Kings, 
“and did inveigh vehemently againft the Queen, 
“and perfwaded extremities towards ber,” &c.* 
*¢ He continues,” fays Throgmorton on the 2r1ft, 
to “threaten the great plague of God againft 
“« this whole country and nation, if fhe be fpared 
‘from her condign punifhment.” They thus 
accomplifhed their flagitious purpofes. By means 
of this their principal electrician, and by their 
own concurrent operations in turning the wheel, 
the people became fo many charged vials of 
lightning. And then they refolved to difcharge 
it all, under fome prudent regulations, againft 
the perfon of their Sovereign. But let it be 
carefully noticed, that all this while neither 
Knox nor they saID A SINGLE WORD CONCERN- 


® Keith, 422 
T 3 ING 


278 VINDICATION OF 


ING THE LETTeRs. He had “ inveighed vehe- 
mently” againft the Queen. He had * perfwaded 
«‘ extremities towards her.” He had threatened 
them all with “ the great plague of God,” if 
She was not put to death for a murderefs. 
Yet he pretended not to fpeak of any letters 
againft her. They alfo had refolved upon her 
“depofition, upon the fubftitution of her fon im 
her place, and upon the imprifonment of her 
perfon for life. Yet they pretended not, any 
more than he, to have any letters againft her, 
And, after all, they could in a few months more 
_affert the letters, to be the only poffible ground 
of juftification to them, for that very depofition, 
that very fubftitution, and that very imprifon- 
ment. They rofe in rebellion againft her on 
the roth of June. They faced her in rebellion 
at Carbarrie-hill on the 15th. They fent her 
away into prifon on the 16th. Yet they after- 
wards juftified all by letters, which they /aid 
they difcovered on the 2oth.* They actually 
proceeded to accufe her of crimes, even of 
adultery, and even of murder, on the 18th of 
July. They aétually refolved on the ar1ft, to 
depofe her in form, and to fentence her in form 
to imprifonment for ever. Yet they afterwards 
juftified all by letters, which they pretended not 
to have in their hands at she time, and which they 
pretended not to have before the 24th. This, if 
we confider it as folly, is one of the moft ftrik- 
ing and eminent acts of folly, that the world 


* Goodall, ii, 63 and 67. 
7 has 


~ 


MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS, 279 


has ever beheid. But it ought to be confi- 
dered in a light much more difhonourable co 
the rebels. And, as knavery, it is one of the 
rankeft, that has ever been attempted to be im- 
pofed upon the fons of men. 

Throgmorton wrote again to Elizabeth on the 
TWENTY-FouRTH.* ‘This difpatch brings us to 
the final refult of all their aims and wifhes, 
«© The Earls of Glencairn and Mar, the Lords 
¢¢ Sempil, Ochiltree, and the mafter of Graham, 
‘* accompanied with many gentlemen of the weft 
“‘ of this realm, to the number of two hundred 
«¢ horfes, arrived in this town the 23d of this 
*‘ month ; fo did the Lord Lindfay alfo, being 
« fent for by thefe lords from Lochlevin. The 
“ fame day all the lords, and others of the beft 
“« quality, had conference together concerning 
«their proceedings with the Queen their Sove- 
“reign; and, as I can learn by affured ae 
« ligence, this was. among them refolved,” 
had been refolved by the other lords ‘kee, 
«¢ That the Lord Lindfay fhould this day, being 
“the 24th, accompanied with Robert Melvil,” 
that black Bar in politicks, ‘ repair to the 
“« Queen, and have in charge to declare unto her, 
‘© That the lords here affembled confidering her 
‘“‘ former mifbehayviours, as well in the govern- 
«* ment of the realm as in her own perfon (the 
“ particularities of both which mifgovernments 
“they would forbear to touch, for refpect they 
“had to her honour), couid not permit her 


* Keith, 424, 
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«c 
«“ 
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ce 


any longer’to fut the realm in peril by her 
diforders, which were fuch and fo many, as 
they could not think meet, that fhe fhould 
any more fland charged with the governance 


‘~of the realm; and therefore they did require 
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and advife her to accord quietly, ;and thereto 
to give her confent, that her ion the Prince 
might be crowned their King and Sovereign ; 
and alfo, by her affignment, that 4 ‘council 
might be appointed and eftablifhed to govern 
the realm in his name: And thus doing, they 
would exdeavour themfelves to fave both her 
life and honour, beth which otherwife ftood in 
great, danger.” 
«Further it was refolved,” he adds, ‘ that 
in cafe this Queen would not be conformable 
to their motions, then her liberty fhouid be 
reftrained to more ftraitnefs, and the ladies, 
gentlewomen, and gentlemen, which be about 
her, to be fequeftered from her. And as far 
as I can underftand, in this cafe of the Queen’s 
refufal to thefe their demands, they mind 
to proceed both with violence and force, as 
well for the coronation of the Prince, as for 
the overthrow of the Queen. I do perceive, 
if thefe men cannot by fair means-induce the 
Queen to their purpofe, they mean to charge 
her ‘with thefe three crimes, that is to fay, 
tyranny, for breach and. violation of. their laws 
and decrees of the realm, as well that which 
they call common laws as their ftatute laws ; 
and, namely, the breaca of thofe ftatutes which 
were. enacted in her abfence, and confirmed 
. . i by 
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« by Monf. de Randam and Monf. d’Ofell in the 
«French King her hufband’s name and hers. 
“ Secondly, they mean to charge her with in- 
« continency, as well with the Earl Bothwell as 
“with others, having (as they fay) fufficient 
“proof againft her for this crime. ‘Thirdly, 
“ they mean to charge her with the murder of 
‘¢ her hufband, whereof (they fay) they have as 
“‘ apparent proof againft her as may be, as well 
“ by the teftimony of HER OWN HAND-WRIT- 
** inc, which they have recovered, as alfo by 
*¢ fufficient witneffes.””* 

I have thus thrown all the parts of this very 
memorable difpatch, that relate to the charges 
againit the Queen, into one extract. They will 
therefore be feen in one view. And, as each 
appears to illuftrate the other, fo the LETTERS 
appear to give light and luftre to all nearly. 
The letters are now noticed at laft by the rebel 
lords of the time. The letters are now to 
found a charge of adultery and of murder againft 
Mary. The rebel lords therefore fpeak in a 
very different tone, from what they have hitherto 
ufed. They fpeak not only of her mif-govern- 
“ment of the realm, but alfo of «* her—mifbeha- 

‘£ yviours——-IN HER OWN PERSON.” Thee, as well 
as thofe, “ they would forbear to touch for 
'  refpect they had to her Honour.” Her “ dif- 
‘s orders” in both had been * fuch and fo many, 
“as they could not think meet, that fhe fhould_ . 


* = 
* Keith, 424—-424, Here, with the laft part of the quo- 
tation, ends all that was written on the 24th. The reft was 
written on the 2 35 Ne 
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“‘ any more ftand ¢harged with the governance 
“of the realm.” And “ both “her wire and 
“ wonourR ftood in great danger,” from the re- 
fentment of the nation againft both. If fhe 
fobmitted to their propofals, they meant to {pare 
her honour and her life. If fhe did not, they 
* minded to proceed both with vroLence and 
“¢ rorcE, as well for the coronation of the Prince, 
*¢ as for the ovERTHROW of the Queen.” They 
meant to charge her with adultery and murder, 
as well as tyranny. And we need only contraft 
the intentions of the rebels at prefent, with their 
own accounts of them merely three days before ; 
to fee the difference, now the letters are actually 
appealed to. Then the Queen, who is now 
charged with adultery, was declared to have 
been “led captive” by Bothwell, ‘‘ and by fear, 
“« force,” &c. ‘* compelled to become bedfel- 
“low” to him. Then alfo the Queen, who is 
now charged with the murder of her hufband, 
would, ‘* as might be fufpeéted,” have been made 
by Bothwell “ to drink of the fame cup” with 
her hufband, and *¢ fhould not have lived with 
“him half a year to an end.” And thus fhe, 
who was no adulterefs at all then, is now tranf- 
formed into an abandoned one; and fhe, who 
was in great danger then of being murdered 
after her hufband by Bothwell, is now made a 
party with Bothwell in the murder of that very 
hufband. 
. We thus, after a thoufand difappointments, 
find thefe fugitive letters at laft. But we find 
them, long after the rebels pretend that they 
found 
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found them. So they pretended pofteriourly. 
But what they pretended at the time, was very 
different. They then did not pretend to have 
them, they then very evidently had them not, 
on the 2oth of June, the day affigned afterwards 
for their feizure. They neither had nor pre- 
tended to have them, for A WHOLE WEEK, fora 
WHOLE FORTNIGHT, or even for A WHOLE MONTH, 
afterwards. They never hinted at their poffef- 
fion of papers, which they mutt have proclaimed 
with the loudeft voice of fame, before the 24th 
of July; juft rour anp THIRTY days after the 
date of their afferted feizure of them, And the 
ftory of their feizing them with Dalgleifhe on June 
the 20th, appears finally to be one of the boldeft 
fictions, that ever was obtruded on the faith of 
man; being invented within fifteen months only 
from the time, and being then fanctioned fo- 
lemnly, even, by the privy council of Scotland 
itfelf; the rebel lords together thus giving a 
defiance to all the memories, and all the papers, 
of the nation ; defperately ftaking their honour, 
on what was almoft fure to be detected immedi- 
ately ; and yet attracting a confiderable degree 
of credibility to the whole, from the very auda- 
cioufnefs of their proceedings concerning it. 
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CHAPTER, Ws; 
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AVING now, with fome portion of a 

Dutchman’s patience, gone over the whole 
account which the rebels chofe to give pofteri- 
ourly, of their feizing the letters on the 20th of 
June; and having demonftratively proved it, I 
hope, to be charged with abfurdities on every 
fide, and even to be contradiéted by all the nu- 
merous documents of the time: I fhall pro- 
ceed, as J propofed, with the regular hiftory of 
thefe important writings. I fhall therefore begin 
firft with the rife and origin of them. I have al- 
ready difproved the rebel accounts of their rife, 
and I fhall now point out their real origin. In 
a work that intends to trace fteadily the courfe 
of the Nile, from its beginning to its end; the 
fountain of the whole muft be an objeé of pecu- 
liar inveftigation. The fource of thefe letters, 
like that of the Nile, has long been hid in ob- 
{curity : 


Caput inter nubila condit, 


Some inquirers have come near it. But none 
have decifively reached it. I have fhewn it not 
to be in the mountains of the moon, in which the 
rebels had placed it. I fhall now endeavour, 
like another Bruce, to find out where it is, and 

ta 
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to go direétly to the well-fpring of the whole. 
This I hope to do with a fuccefs fo far fuperiour 
to a Bruce’s, that all fhall fee, and all fhall be 
fatisfied. And I fhall then fall down the current, 
following its bends and curves, and tracing its 
growing progrefs to its ample conclufion. 

We have already feen the rebels, whatever 
they latterly afferted, not to be in poffeffion of any 
of Mary’s letters on June the 20th. Nor were 
they even on July ¢he 24th, whatever they affirmed 
at the time. This the very manner in which 
they mention them fhews. They fpeak * of her’ 
“¢ own hand-writing, WHICH THEY HAVE RECO- 
«*verED.” This is all the account that they 
give us, concerning their poffeffion of the letters. 
They affert the faé&. But they tell not the 
circumftances. They fay not wHEn they “ re- 
«© covered” the letters. They fay not WHERE 
they ‘¢ recovered” them. They fay not on or 
FROM WHOM they “ recovered” them. A ftory 
fo devoid of ali the neceflary adjuncts of time, 
place, and perfon, could hardly obtain credit, 
even among the pitiable inhabitants of St. Luke’s 
Hofpital. But it appears the more idiotifh 
ftill, when we compare it with the account of 
* the difcovery on June the 20th. bis is as par- 
ticular as ¢hat is general. This carries the air 
of a ftory calculated for reception, while shat 
prohibits its admiffion by its afpeét at once. And 
every thinking mind, at the firft glance, muft 
reject fuch a tale from “uch men with the fcorm 
of indignation. The rebels alfo “e# in fuch a 
manner concerning the letters, as fhews ftrongly' 

their 
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their confctoufnets of their own falfehoods. They 
do not come forward with them in a bold exulta- 
tion of {pirits, natural to fo fortunate an inci- 
dent. They have-no boldnefs. They have no 
exultation. So different are the cold mimickries 
of art, from the warm realities of nature! They 
fay barely, that they have ‘ recovered” fome 
of her letters. They fay merely, that they thall 
build upon them a charge of murder againft her. 
And they fay only, that they intend to do this 
at fome future and indeterminate time, and in cafe 
fhe does not comply with fome requifitions of 
theirs. Such is the creeping and fneaking pace, 
with which villainy often attempts and betrays 
its own purpofes of impofition! In confequence 
of both, the letters, thus faid to be in the pof- 
feficn of the rebels, were never fhewn to the 
Englifh embaffadour, were never fhewn to their 
own council of lords on the 23d, and were never 
fhewn toa fingle perfon at the time. They were 
even not fo much as dwelt upon, in the council. 
They were even not fo much as mentioned, in 
the meffage from it to Mary. They were even 
not fo much as hinted at, by that Lord Lindfay, 
who came from the Queen to be prefent at the 
council, and who carried back the meflage to 
the Queen from it. That they were not fpoken 
of in the one, and not noticed in the other, is 
plain from Throgmorton’s account of both be- 
fore. That they were ngt, even remotely, hinted 
at to Mary by Lord Linthy, amidft all his bluf- 
tering and brutifh addreffes to her; is equally 
plain from an account, which I fhall foon give 

I ~ from - 
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from Mary herfelf. And the whole Was left to 
be infinuated privately, to be fuggefted covertly, 
to be fpoken of with all the vaguenefs of fome- 
thing merely contingent and ideal, and fo to 
fkulk with the timidity of guilt at firft in holes 
and corners. 

By all this, the rebels meant merely to frighten 
Mary into a refignation of her crown. They 
meant it by all their proceedings towards her, 
They therefore fuggefted hints to “ the mob of 
“© gentlemen who think with cafe,” concerning 
her adultery with Bothwell and her murder of 
the King. Finding that thefe believed in the 
nonfenfe; the vulgar, to whom they were con- 
nected below, received it for found fenfe, and 
the nobles, with whom they were united above, 
adopted it for ufeful policy. They founded upon 
it their publick meffage, demanding a refigna- 
tion from her. They founded upon it their pri- 
vate declarations, of intending to ufe violence 
and force if fhe would not refign. They founded 
upon it, alfo, their fecret infinuations to the 
Englifh embaffadour, of their defign to produce 
Some \etters of Mary’s which they had /omewbere 
procured," and to prove murder againft her from 
them, And all were made to operate upon 
Mary, juft as they wifhed them to operate. They 
were all defigned merely, to give the embaffa- 
dour and others a colour, for pretending to be 
frightened on her Majefty’s account, and fo 
preffing her Majefty to do%what the rebels wanted 
ber to do. 

Accordingly we find, that the embaffadour 

¢ and 
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and others. wrote to the Queen, as urider the 
terrours of fear for her fafety, and with éarneft 
urgency upon her to fecure her fafety by com- 
pliance.# Throgmorton wrote, to her, advifing 


her by all’means to fign s paper of refignation, 
n 


in apprehenfion of the confequences. Even fome 
of the rebel lords, fome of the chiefs in all their 
counfels and Géfions, {ent to her at the fame time, 
pretending to be her friends, and” impelling her 
into the fame meafure. Thefe were Athol, Mar, 
Tullibardin, Lethington, and Grange. And, 
what fhews the fraud completely, they fent their 


' meffage to her by the fame retainer of rebellidn, 


the fame fhuffiing and felf-accommodating knave,” 
who carried the letter of Throgmorton to her. 


“€ The Erle of Athol,” fays Mary herfelf by her 


commiffioners afterwards, ** Lardis of Tullibar- 
«din and Lethington, being principallis of their 
€ counfall,” and, as the loyal lords of Scofland 
add in their inftruétions to thefe commiffioners, — 
“ utheris, partakéris in that caufe;”* or as one 
of the commiffioners, the bifhop of Rofs, fpeaks 
in his own defence of Q. Mary’s honour, “ with 
«¢ other principals of their factious. band,”’+ mean- 
ing,as James Melvill fpecifies, Mar and Grange 5 
s¢ fent Robert Melvile [Melvill] to her Hienes 
‘© with one ring and tokenis,” which one of them 
had interchanged with her before under pretence 
of fending her.meffages, and Lethington affur- 
edly, the very man, no doubt, who had reported 
the refolution of their council, the meffage, the 


* Goodall, ii. 362, Ff Lefley, 37. }P. 85. 
Py, . defigns, 
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defigns, and.the letters to Throgmorton, and who 
had fuggefted equally to-him the idea of his writ- 
ing to Mary; ‘* counfalling her Majeftie to fub- 
« feryve fic writingis as would be prefented to 
« her Grace, for dimiffioun of her crown, for to 
«¢ put off that prefent @eith, quhilk was preparit 
“ for her Hienes, gif fhe refufit the fame; affur- 
“ing her, quhatfumever her Majeftie did in cap- 
“ tivitie mycht nocht prejuge her Hienes in na 
“ fort: And alfo the faid Robert Melwile brocht 
«at the fame time ane writing fra Sir Nicolace 
‘© Throgmortone, writtin with his awin hand, 
‘“defyring her Hienes to fubfcryve quhatever 
“they woulde require her unto; for the eftate, 
«€ quhairin her Grace was then, coulde not prejuge 
“* her, quhatever her Majeftie fubfcryved.””* 

Nor let it be thought uncandid in me, to be 
the firft who has ever fufpected Athol, Mar, 
Tullibardin, Lethington, and Grange, of attirfg 
in this perfidious manner to Mary. I wifh to be 
candid. But I muft alfo be juft. The number 
of rebel lords, who thus united to addrefs her in 
privacy, is too great for the amount of the whole. 
The advice was too pernicious likewife, to be 
ever given by any real friends of Mary’s. It 
was the very advice, which her enemies would 
inftigate all her treacherous friends to give ler. 
And,, what is a fuil eyidence that thefe were only 
Juch friends to her, they were one and all before, 
they were one and all afterwards, leaders and 
dire&tors under the ufurpation, Lethington, 

* Goodall, ii. 166. And fee Ruddiman’s Buchanan, ii. 
Chameleon, 15, for Lethington’s intercourfe with Mary in 
prifon, * 
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Grange, and Athol,* indeed, are known to have 

declared for Mary afterwards. But they declared 
not for years. ‘Tullibardin alfo is‘faid to have 
deferted the rebels, fo early as the fpring of 
1568. But, if he did, he aétually returned to 
them on or before February 1570.¢ Nor did 
he ever unite himfelf to the adherents of Mary, 
in the interval. And Mar continued with the 
rebels to the laft, and clofed his life in the fer- 
vice of the ufurpation. Yet, if this had not been 
the cafe, we may afk with great propriety and 
energy concerning all, 


Had they not feen PHARSALIA? 


Had they not all pledged their honours to Mary, 
by the mouths of Grange and Morton, at the 
hill of Carbarrie and on the 15th of June,/in the 
prefence and hearing of both the armies ; to obey 
and refpect her with as much fidelity, as fad 
ever been fhewn to any of her anteftors by any 
of the nobility of Scotland? Yet had they not 
feen her inftantly, almoft before the found of 
Grange’s words had gone off from her ears, almoft 
before the breath of Morton’s lips had mingled 
with the common air, griped by the vile and 
infamous hands of their affociates, compelled to 
mount on horfeback, and hurried away under a 
guard of foldiers to a prifon? Did not even Athol, 
did not even Mar, as well as all the others, ac- 


* Crawford, 158. 
+ Keith, 469, Buchanan Hift, xix, 368, and Crawford, 
150. 


tually 
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tually fign the execrable order for this ?* Did 
not even Mar, did fiot even Athol, formally 
and folemnly accept, at the coronation of the 
prince, that very refignation as free and valid, 
which'they had affured her could not be valid be- 
caufe it was not free ?¢ And did they not all con- 
tinue to aét with one another, and with the other 
brothers of their fanatical fellowfhips under the 
whole? They did, they did. Such perfons, 
therefore, could be actuated by no principles of 
friendfhip for Mary, in the advice which they 
gave her. They could be impelled only by the 
fame fpirit, which continued to impel’them after- 
wards. They were ferving that caufé of ufurpation, 
to which they had, been fo obftinately attached. 
They were fervingyit with no greater perfidiouf- 
nefs to Mary then, than what they had fhewn to 
her already. And they all fhewed the groffhefs of 
their perfidy to every eye, in advifing her to fign 
the demanded refignation, becaufe fhe was in 
prifon; and becaufe this, and the fuperadded 
threats of violence, would render all that fhe did 
under both unavailable againft her: when on 
her efcaping from the prifon, and revoking the 
refignation, not one of them all joined her ; and 
when Mar, Lethington, and Grange, a¢tually ap- 
peared in arms againft her. 

Nor can Throgmorton be acquitted any more 


* Anderfon, ii. 225, mentions Morton, Athol, Mar, Glen» 
carne, Ruthven, Hume, Lindfay, Semple, and ‘‘ diveres 
“ utheris” barons and gentlemen. And Crawford’s Memoirs 
fay, that ‘* ai? the affociators figned”’ it, p. 40. 

+ Keith, 408, { Ibid, 478 and 480. 
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dan they, from endeayouring to give a form of 
law to their ufurpation, By om fea the 
honeft credulity of Mary. It 'is indeed an act of | 
bafenefs fo flagrant, to abufe the confidence of 
unfufpe€ting generofity, to abufe’ it under the 
pretence of friendfhip, and to abufe it to thefe 
vaft purpofes of villainy ; as afk’s no common por- 
tion of meannefs, to be guilty of it. But we have 
» féen Throgimorton already to be too well tutored 
bn the fchool of the world, not to be capable of 


it. He came into Scotland, ready to fide with 


the rebels, becaufe they were in power, and 
ready to take part againft the Queen, becaufe fhe 


" was flandered. He continued afterwards, receiv- 


ing implicitly the calumnies that they reported 


of Mary, even when thefe calumnies carried their 
own refutation with them, even when they were 
overthrown direétly by Mary’s own letter to him. 
And, what confirms all, though he wrote fucha 
letter of advice to Mary, he never dared to men- 
(tion it to Elizabeth. He. muft have written it 
late on the 23d, the day on which the council — 
was held, or early on the 24th, the day on which 
his letter reached Marty. But we have one whole 
letter written by him on the 23d, and a very 
large part of another on the.24th. Yethe does 
not give the leaft hint of his having fo. written 
to the Queen, in either or in any other,.. He 
knew Elizabeth to be more. attached to:Mary 
yet than to the rebels, becaufe fhe was not fully 
convinced yet, that Mary could not ferve her 
‘purpofes as well as they. He fhews his knowledge 
of this point fo late asthe vegas 23d, when in his 
aa, 
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letter to the Eatl of eicefter he fpeaks thus. 


“It is eafy to be feen,” he fays, ‘ that the power 
« and ability to do any thing to the commodity 
«© of the Queen’s Majefty and the realm of Scot- 
land, will chiefly, and in manner wholly, reft 
*¢ in the hands of thefe’ lords, and others their 
* affociates, affembled at Edinbrough : now if 
* the Queen’s Majefty will fill perfit ib her 
“¢ former opinion towards the Queen of Scotland 
“ (unto whom fhe fhall be able to do no good), 
« then I do plainly fee, that thefe lords and all 
*« their accomplices will become as good French, 


* as the French King can wifh, to all intents and ° 


*€ purpofes.”* A genuine ftatefman has but one 
fet of ideas. Publick expediency fwallows up 
all other confiderations. In this kind of civil 
madnefs was Throgmorton, we fee, to the very 
day of writing to Mary. Yet he faw Elizabeth, 
whofe ideas were as few and as difcoloured as 
his own, not fufficiently affured hitherto of 
Mary’s inability to minifter to her fchemes, and 
fo leaning to Mary ftill. And he therefore pree 
fumed not to tell Elizabeth, what he had done in 
concert with the rebels by advifing Mar,t 

He 


'-* Robertfon, ii. 378, 

'} Mary plainly faw into this trick of Throgmorton’s 
afterwards ; as appears from a letter of hers to Elizabeth in 
2582, Camden’s Orig. 333, and Tranf..276. But Throg- 
morton had eyen played the fame trick of difhonefty upon 
Mary before, though not with the fame fuccefs.. When 
Murray and his rebels in 1565 were driven into England, 
Throgmorton wrote to’ Mary to.prevent their attainders, 
He wrote evidently in concert with Murray, to fave him 
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_ He wrote to advife het. She wrote back t6 
tell him the would follow his advice, and to beg 
he would acquaint Elizabeth with the whole, 
sEfer Grace fent anfwer in writ,” fay ae com- 


Mniffioners, “ that her Hienes would ufe his 


« counfall, and prayit him to declair unto hir . 
« derreft fifter, the Quenis Majeftie of England 
*‘ his maitres, how hir Hienes was handilit be 
« hir fubjectis; and quhat eftaite her Grace was 
“in for the tyme; and to declair alfo, that the 
* fubfcryving of that dimiffioun was againft her 
will ; and doubtis nocht, bor the faid Sir Nicolacé 
* fchewit the famyn unto the Quenis Majeftie 
* of this realme, ber Hienes being myndit at that 
“< tyme, to baif fend an armie in Scotland for the 
** delyvering of ber Majefie furth of prefoun, war 
* not [were it not that] ber Majeftie was Juirlie 
« advertifit, in cafe ber Hienes bad fo done, the blude 
** of our maftres bad payt the fould [wages] of ber 
« Tienes Jouldiouris. ”* We here fee a couple of 
bold falfehoods, that had been impofed by Throg- 

morton upon Mary, before he advifed her to the 
ruinous meafure of a refignation. He had per- 
fuaded fier of Elizabeth’s i intention, to fend an 
army into Scotland for her releafe; which we. 


and his from utter ruin, Yet he wrote fo artfully, that Keith 
has produced his letter as a proof‘of his “ generofity.” See 
it in Melvill, 60-—63, and Keith, 322324. And with 2 
weaknefs of creduility, that is the natural refult of probity in 
the world, he has hitherto been thought by all, to have 


ated in both thefe deeds of dafehefs with fincerity | and 
fairnefs. 


* Goodall, ii, 166—167, 
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know from a full view of his and Elizabeth’s 
difpatches, to be abfolutely falfe, He had after- 
wards perfuaded her, as it was neyer intended to 
be done, that it could not be becaufe of i 
danger to her life from it; the rebels, he faid, 
having threatened to put Mary to death as foon 
as the army entered Scotland ; a threat, that we 
equally know from the fame correfpondence, to 
have been never uttered to Throgmorton at the 
time, and never reported at the time to Eliza- 
beth.* Thefe falfe topicks of application to 
Mary he fuppreffes in his diipatches, equally 
with his falfe advice toher. He acted in all, no 
doubt, under the influence of the rebels, and 

‘ particularly of Lethington. And his filence. | 
concerning all, fhews that he was equally falfe j 
in all.t 
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* Such a threat, but not sdis, was afterwards made, 
Cabala, rft part, 130, and Keith, 463. . 
+ Let me ‘here add another inftance of ‘Thregmorten’s 
prevarications in this embafly, On July 234, he wrote to 
know. Elizabeth’s pleafure, if he fhould be afked to attend at , 
the propofed coronation of the young Prince (Keith, Pref. 
xii). This letter the anfwered on the 27th, “We think,” 
fhe fays, “ that knowing our mind in all this action as you 
do, that you will not by any fuch aét affirm their doings ;” 
and fhe exprefsly forbids him ‘to affent thereto by any i 
*¢ means” (Keith, 430),¢ Yet after he had written for in- | 
fiructions, and before he received them, on the 29th he 
* affirmed. their doings,” not indeed by his own prefence, 
but by the prefence of one of his train, his owa coujin, and the 
principal ga 8 sim In his previous embafly, the 
2xft of May, 156g, he fays, “TI ariived in the morn- ! 
ing at Stirling, and defeended from my horfe at the caftle- « 
(U4 * gate, 
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‘At feems very extraordinary, that they who had 
the courage to.arreftthe perfon of their Queen, 
to force her to Lochlevin, and to fhut her up 
ip a prifon there; that they, who had the boid- 
nefs to feize all the jewels, all the patrimony, 


and.all the power of the crown ; and that they, 


who had thus taken complete poffeffion of ‘all 
the wealth and authority of Mary; fhould yet 
condefcend to the humility of afking her in any 
manner to refign a crown, of which fhe had 
been deprived by them. It proves ftrongly the 
predominancy of right over violence, and of 
royalty over ufurpation, on the minds of the 
moft violent ufurpérs. But-it is perhaps more 
extraordinary, that the very few perfons, who 
conftituted the council of the rebels at this pe- 
riod, fhould have had the prefumption to do all 
this. ‘Throgmorton has given us an account of 
them, which is curious. ‘They admitted him to 
an audience at Jaft. But it was not till the 24th; 
till they had aétually fent off Lord Lindfay in 
the morning, to infift upon a refignation from 
the Queen. This however gave him an oppor- 
mr 

“t vate, having fent before my coufin Middlemore, your Majeftc's 
“+ fervant, to demand my audience” (Keith, 276). And in his 
prefent, fays the rebel journal, “ July 24, the Quene maid 
*‘ refignation of hir crowne in favour of hir fone-——; at 
this tyme Sir Nycholas Throgmorton was in Scotland ; 

*¢ 29, the King was crownit at, Striviling ; Mipprimorr 


*¢ was present” (Appendix, No, x), He had written to 


hear, if be fhould be prefent himfelf. He knew her mind 
to be averfe to it. Yet he fert his reprefentative to attend 
for him, in order, as mas as he dared, to affirm their 
* doings,”? 

" tunity, 


tunity, of feeing all the members of; the wrench 
the day before, except Lindfay, : coll 

gether again, . There were’ prefent, he Sal 
‘¢ thefe: lords. whofe names I fend your Majetty 
*¢in_ a fchedule.” The fcheduvle. runs ‘thus: 
«Barons of the parliament, the Earl of Athol, 


*¢ Earl of Morton, Earl of Glencairn, Earl of. 


«Marre, Matter of Montrofe, «called Lord 
*¢ Grahame, heir to the Earl of Monttofe; Lord 
** Hume, Lord Ruthven, Lord Creighton. of 
* Sanquhair, Lord Sempill, Lord Enermeith, 
** Lord Ochiltree, L.. Craigmillar, Proveft of 
**- Edinburgh; the Commendator of Driburgh, 
«the Commendator of Cambufkenneth, Mr. 
'« James Macgills” . Thefe, fays Throgmorton, 
“¢ were fet about along table ;”. and with them 
appears to have been Lethington alfo. There 
were alfo,~he adds, * round about them a great 
*¢ number of barons and gentlemen (whofe names 
«¢ ] do omit to make mention of ) to the number 
‘ forty, beftowed. upon feats.”’* . They -were 
therefore. Four earls, onz heir to an earl, sEven 
barons with Lindfay, the Provoft of Edin- 
borough, two commendators or fecular abbots, 
the fectetary of ftate, the clerk of the council, 

and rorty of the petty barons and gentry, men 


not barons of parliament, men inferior even to © 


the Provoft of Edinborough, and therefore placed 


on-feats behind. Accordingly Mary fays of the | 


coronation of her fon afterwards, when. the fame 
men nearly, we maybe fure, attended upon the 


+ Keith, 426 ap ty eet! Pref. xi. 
I ia occafion ; 
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" ~ occafions that « qahair in that realme [Scotland] 
“, om ma [more] Extis, Biscuoris, AND 
« LonDIS, HAIFING VOICE IN PARLIAMENT, NOR 

an aunpreta [thana hundred], of the quhilk 
“€the haill, or at the leift the greyteft part, 
«¢ fhould haif confentit thairto, atd to all uthir. 
“ publick actiounis. of confequence,. [there} 
“-wER ONLIE FOUR Eres; quhairof the moft 
*¢ honorabill hes nocht the fevint or eight place 
“ in parliament amangis the Erlis, nor the firft 
** of e@enty voitis amangis the haill eftatis,” the 
Earls Of Scotland then voting according to their 
perfondl precedency.; “ sex Lorpis oniiz, quha 
«c wer all at hir Grace’s taking, together with. 
« awk Bifchope, and twa or THRE Abbotis and 
 Prioris; quhilk could be na fufficient number 
“to determine and. conclude fa weightie an . 
« caus.”* They certainly.could not. THirTEen 
out of MORE THAN A HUNDRED could only be 

‘an ErouTH part of the whole. If fuch a petty 
proportion could conftitute themfelves, the repre- 
fentatives of all the reft ; could, by the aid of men 
not members of parliament, affume to themfelves 
an authority, which all the nobility and all the 
gentry together had never poffefled, and wo rife 
paramount to the royalty itfelf; then a club of 
drunken porters in a night-cellar at prefent, may 
vote themfelves into a houfe of commons; chufe 
a fpeaker, feat him in a chair, place a deudle for 
‘a mace upon a table before him, and form taxes 
for the wane nation, © 


* Goodall, ii. 167-168, <N 
; Thefe 
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‘Thefe men however, few as they were, had 
firm nerves and firong {pirits. They relied on 
the prevailing fpirit of folly, among the clergy 


and the people. On this they grounded their . 


main hopes of fuccefs. And, even if they fhould 
not fucceed, they were fure of finding mercy in 
the bofom of Mary. She who had fo eafily 
pardoned Morton, Glencairn, and Lethington 
for the murder of Rizzio, and forgiven to Murray 
and to Grange their rebellion againft her, would 


in a little time have been calmed down, by . 


the excefs of her good-nature, into forgivenefs 
and pardon again. They had therefore much to 
hope and little to fear. Tis ftrung their nerves, 
and ¢his fupported their fpirits. This particu- 
larly emboldened them to urge Mary for a 
refignation, by every publick and. every private 
folicitation in their power ; by every delicacy of 
regard for her threatened honour, by every 


anxiety of fear for her endangered life, and by” 


every treacherous perfuafion concerning the un- 
binding nature of her compliance, under fuch 
threats, with fuch dangers, and in the confine- 
ment of a prifon, They fhould*thus retain all 
the authority which they had feized, in the name 
of her infant fon. And they fhould throw a thin 
veil of law, over the fcandaloufnefs of their pre- 
fent ufurpations. 

Their embaffadour, Lindfay, fet out on this 
bufinefS upon the 24th of July:. It was ordered 
by the council, that he fhould’that day, ‘ ae- 


“© companied with Robert Melvil, repair to the © 


ed Queen. 2 Aceordingly, as Throgmorton adds, 


* \e 


“ the 
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« the Lord Lindfay departed this ae ‘from 
“this town to Lochlevin, accompakied with Ro- 
“€ bert Melvil.”* But though they were to 
. go ‘together, and though they aétually fet out 
together, yet the plan of fraud which was to be 
executed by Melvill, and the fyftem of violence 
which was to be purfued by Lindfay, required 
that they fhould part before they reached Loch- 
: levin, and each make a feparate entry upon the 
ftage. ~The fraud was to be tried firft. The 
violence was kept for the referve.  Melvill 
therefore, who carried the difpatches from Throg- 
morton and the pretended friends of Mary ; who 
was apparently fent by the council that he might 
carry them, as he has no pudlick concern in the 
whole bufinefs; and who appears to have had 
fuch a pliancy of'knavery with fuch a fpeciouf- 
nefs of honefty-about him, as made him’a very 
proper tool for this aé& of perfidious villainy ; 
paffed the lake, and ‘came toMary. And in the 
mean time Lindfay, who Carried the verbal 
demand of the council] to her, and the inftru- 
ments of refignation for her fignature, waited at , 
a houfe uponthe oppofite’ bank of the lake,+- 
Melvill produced the ring and other: tokens 
‘which he had received, and delivered his mef- 
fage. He then produced Throgmorton’s letter. 
But this he had politically hid inthe fheath of 
his fword, ¢ under the pretence of ‘concealing it 
from thofe, who were fure not to fearch aman 


* Keith, 424 and 425. 
} Melyill, 85, and Lefley’s Defence, 37° 
t Lefley’s Negotiations, 1920, Anderfon, 111 
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that came commiflfioned from the council itfelf, 
Every circumftance is thus awry, in the tranfac- 
tion. The fear pretended, the parting ‘made, 
the fending Melvill with Lindfay, the meffage 
which he bore from fome of the rebels, and the 
difpatch which he carried from Throgmorton, 
are all only fo many fteps in one regular courfe of 
impofture. Yet all was. ineffectual, The 
ftrong mind of Mary was not to’be warped by. 
fuch folicitations, however.difguifed, and how- 
ever urgent. And fhe peremptorily refufed to 
think.of figning the papers.* - . 

Then Lord Lindfay came forward. To give 
the greater formidablenefs to his prefence, his 
coming was announced beforehand. He was at 
the new houfe on the other fide, juft ready to 
take boatand crofs over. And he was threaten- 
ing much what he-would dos So well were 
the two parts of the drama kept up! This man 
isfaid to have been paffionate, even to madnefs.f 
Yet he appears not, in the intervals of his lu- 
nacy, to have poffeffed one {park of that good. 
nature, which ufually diftinguifhes the paffionate, 
He was as ftern as he was ee and as fteady 
as he was quick in his fury. Such a man might 
well give an alarm, to the apprehenfions of a lady 
and a Queen. She began to fhrink in her refo- 
lutions, at the intelligence of his approach.§ 
The applications before, however expreffive of 


* Melvill, 85. as + Ibid. 
t Jebb, ii. 227./ See alfo Crawford, 302, for-his “fue 
“rious” and * violent mt eat and alfo 274., 
§ Melvill, 85. 
the 
. 
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the violences intended by her enemies, yet being 
made by pretended friends to her, had not rouzed 


her fears fo ftrongly, as to overpower her judg- 


ment. She faw clearly what the ought to da. 
And fhe determined firmly to do fo. But now 
the very violence itfelf approached. Lindfay 


‘entered. He-carried in his hand ‘¢ three inftru- 


‘© ments to be: figned. by the Queen; the one 
** containing her confent to. have her fon crown- 
*‘ ed, and to relinquifh the government of the 
“realm; the other a commiffion of regency of 
** the realm, to be granted to the Earl of Mur- 
** Ray, during the King’s minority; the third a 
*« like commiffion, to be granted to certain of the 
** nobility and others, for the governance of the 
* realm during the King’s minority, in cafe the 
*« Earl of Murray will not accept the regency 
*alone.”* He demanded her immediate fub- 
fcription to them. He was authorized privately 
by the council, “ to denounce punifhment and 
*‘ death unto her for the murder of her lawful 
‘* hufband King Henry,” if fhe refufed ‘to, fub- 
feribe.f A man fo infolent and fo imperious: as 
he was by habit, would be fure to behave with 
a double portion of imperioufnefs and of info- 
lence to a fallen Queen. She had pardoned 
that very lord, for his fhare in the murder of 
Rizzio and the imprifonment of her perfon be- 
fore. But all generofity was loft upon his ful- 
len fpirit. He was probably the more infolent, 
becaufe fhe had had the power, and the more 


* Keith, 425. } Ibid.'425. _ f Lefley’s Defence, 8. 
'_ imperious, 
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imperious, becaufe fhe had had the generofity, 
to forgive. ‘* He mineffit'her Grace,” fay 
Mary’s commiffioners upon her own. ulbcnsiggy 
«that, gif fhe wald nocht fubfcryve, he had 
« command to put her prefentlie 1s. THE TOWRE,” 
‘the ufual dungeon, no doubt, for common of- 
fenders, ** and WALD DO THE SAME; and coun- 
« falit hir fulfill thair defyre, or ellis war,” 
worfe than being thruft into the dungéon, even 
death, “* would scHortTL1® FOLLOW” her being 
there,* Lindfay, fays the ipifhop of Rofs, 
MOST GREVOUSLY, With FEAREFUL WORDES, 
“ and VERY CRUEL AND STERNE COUNTENANCE, 
“ thretned her, that, unleffe fhe would therto 
« fubferibe, sHz SHOULD LOSE HER LIFE.” + And 
then “ hir- Hienes fubfcryvit wirn mony 
“ -rearis, never luiking what was. contenit in . 
** the writings,” and “ declaring plainly thair- 
* eftir,” as foon as fhe had fubfcribed, « gif 
« ever hir Grace come to liberti, [fey wolde 
“never abyde thairat, becaus it was againft her 
“: Majettie’s will.’ 

With this ‘*abhorred mixture of cunning and 
¥ Keresinnyt's did the rebels affail their imprifoned 


* Goodall, ii, 167, + Lefley’s cities, 37-38. 

t{ Goodall, ii. 167. “They threatened her with no lefs 
5 than death, if fhe complied not ;” and at laft * fhe figned 
“whatever papers they prefented to her, without fo much 
‘as reading one of them; and indeed er tears would hardly 
“+ have permitted ber that benefit, if Joe had defired it.” Craw 


“ya 
' ithe villain fpider Tives, cunning and Geree,' 
“ Mixture abhorred )” Thompfon. 


: . Queen. 
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Colas , The cunning was baffled, but the fe« 
rocity prevailed. Lord Lindfay inftantly pofted. 
back to his affociates at Edinborough. Only 

‘ five of them, however, were now in town. Thefe 
met inftantly. They were Morton, AtHoL, 
Hume, Sanquhar, and Ruthven, They met 

-on July the 25th, the very day after the refigna- 
~tion was fo figned,, They ‘ glaidlie aggreit 
“thairto, allowit, amd apprevit the famyn.”* 
An*order was made fer the prince to be crowned 
on the 29th. The rebels crowned him accord- 
‘ingly. They gave Murray the regency on the 
ged‘of Auguft.¢ And they thus threw a thin 
veil of law at laft, over the fcandaloufnefs of their 
ufurpation. «But it was a veil of black \cyprus 

only. It was too tranfparent to hide any thing. 

_ All their fcandaloufnefs was feen through) it. 
And their ufurpation was fhewn and fet off at 
once, by the blacknefs of it. r 

Though the rebels ‘had now gained the grand 
objeét at which they aimed, yee the manner, in 
which it was gained, continually embarraifed 
their conduct afterwards. The ceffion pretended | 
tobe a voluntary one. Yet it was an outrageous , - 
deed of violence.”’ What ground'then fhall they - 
take, in their publick memorials concerning it? 
Shall they-affert the voluntarinefs of the refigna- 
tion? Or fhall they boldly fix their poffeffion of 
power upon the footing of force? . To do that, 
would be an enormity of impudence indeed. But 
to do rbis, would be to render the refignation 





“4 Kaith, 434: + Appendix, No, x. 
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itfelf ufelefs. . They therefore do not know, which 
line of condu& to take. They take neither de- 
cifively, They walk fometimes upon one ftilt, 
-and fometimes. upon the other. This is a very 
ftriking fact in the proceedings of the rebels. 
And it is another inftance of the fhifting and 
dodging, fo natural to confcious villainy. Ina 
parliament which they held.the December follows 
ing, they had Mary's “FRE assENT AFFIRMLT,” 
fay the nobles of Mary’s party, ‘ be findrie there 
* prefent, with MONY SOLEMNIT AITHIS be fum 
€ lordis,” .Lord Lindfay one of them, no doubt, 
**.and INSTRUMENTIS OF NOTARIS DECLARING 
“pHE saMin.”* Such was the bold and per- 
jurous impudence of the rebel lords. Yet with 
the natural inconfiftency of guilt, to the contra- 
diétion of their own notarial inftruments, and ‘ 
to the confufion of their own perjurous witnefies, 
in the very fame parliament they paffed a law, , 
which fays’all done to thQuene “ unto the day 
<< and dait of this*prefent a¢t, and in all tymes to 
«cuim, tuiching the faid Quene and. deten- 
«ing of, her perfon,—wes In THE saib QuENIS 
“ awin DEFAULT, in fa far as—{cho was previe, 
“‘ airt and pairt, of the aétval devife and deid 
«¢ of the—murthour of the King.”+ 
Thus was.Mary, in one and the fame parlia- 

ment, exprefsly averred by many folemn oaths 
of lords, and by the formal atteftations of publick 
notaries, to have freely ceded her crown to her 
fon; and. yet afferred by a law, to have had it 
rightfully taken from her, becaufe the was ac- 

Genre * Goodall; ie’ 363. | + Tbid. 67. 
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ceflary to the murder of her hufband. But the 
former was affirmed only: by notaries and lords. 
The latter was recorded in form upon the ftatutes 
of the kingdom. | So much better did the rebels 
like their poffeffion by force, than their right by 
confent! Yet in the anfwer, which they ‘after- 
wards put in at York to Mary’s accufation of 
them, they amazingly blended both together. 
Bothwell, they faid, murdered the King, feized 
the Queen, and married her. They took up 
arms to refcue her perfon, and diffolve her mar- 
riage. They did the one. She would not let 
them do the other. They could have no anfwer 
from her, * bot rigorus minaffing, on the ane 
“part avowand to be revengit on all thame 
.“ that had fchawin thamefelfis in that caufe,” 
that is, to be revenged on thofe who had ve/ewed 
her; ‘and onthe uther part offerand to leif, 
** and gif over, the realme and all, fua {cho micht 
“ be fufferit to poffes the murtherer of hir' huf- 
*© band,” the very man who had /eized her per- 
fon, who had forced her into a marriage, and 
was likely to have murdered her in a fhort time, 
according to the accounts of the rebels themfelves 
before ; “ quhilk hir inflexible mynd—compellit 
- thame to fequeftrate hir perfoun for a feafon,” 
as imprifonment is the beft cure for love ; “ dur- 
‘© ing the quhilk tyme, fco finding hirfelf, be 
*¢ lang, irkfum, and tedious travail takin be hir 
in the governament of the realme,—fa vexit 
«and weryit, that hir body, fprite, and fenfes 
<¢ wer altogidder unable langer to occupy that 
 realme,” though the was juft-now menacing them 


i : rigoroufly, 3 


mi | 


MARY QUEEN‘OF SCOT s. ‘907’ , 


rigorosily; —« thairfoir dimittit and renuncit the 
“© office—in favouris of hir—fone.”* Of .thefe 
impudent falfehoods we may fay, as Prince Henry 
does of Falftaff’s, but with fome little variation 
of words, and with a much higher reach of mean- 
ing, “ thefe lies are like THE FATHER THAT BE- 
* GoT THEM, grofs as a mountain, open, pal- 
* pable.” ‘They are fuch a jumble of force and 
freedom, fuch an union of contradictory. affer- 
tions, as perhaps was never exhibited to the world 
by any fet of ufurpers' before. 

Yet all is equalled in the accufation againft 


Mary, prefented by thefe very men at Weft- f 


minfter afterwards. Chargittg her with the mur- 


der of her hufband, they fay «the eftatis of the - 


** realme of Scotland, rinDING HIR UNWORTHIE 


“TO REGNE, decernit hir pimisston of the 


* crown—TO BELAUCHFULLIE—DonzE.’’} It feems 
to be the peculiar curfeyof ufurpations, to think 
with a wild confufion of ideas, and to fpeak with 
a wild contradiéctorinefs of language, concerning 
their own tranfactions, The faét is, that the 
wickedeft men can hardly ever rife to fuch an 
altitude of wickednefs at oncé, as to become 


perfectly clear and confiftent in their pretences 


for it. And even after all, after they had fo- 
lemnly affured Elizabeth’s commiffioners under 
‘their own hand, that cheir parliament ‘had pro- 
nounced Mary *‘ unworthy to reign,” and had 


. ts ob agg oe ee of the crown tobe law- - 


* Gon ii. ki } Ibid. 207. 
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_ © fully done ;” they aétually put Elizabeth upon 
treating with Mary as /till in poffefion of the crown, 
and ‘on inducing ber to refign it again in the very" 
terms of her former refignation. 
. This defire of a fecond refignation, was the 
matural cenfequence of their confufion and con- 
traditorinefs under the firft. It was merely a 
recurrence to that original plan, which had failed. 
It was ftill to frighten. But it was to frighten 
by intimated approaches of danger, and not by 
the immediate prefence of it. It was therefore 
to give a femblance of voluntarinefs to the re- 
fignation, though there was no reality in it. .And 
it would be of great confequence to them, to fub- 
» ftitute fuch a refignation in the place of the pre- 
fent, which had neither reality nor femblance in 
it, It was with this view only, that the letters 
were firft thought of. The idea of them was 
thrown out at firft, entirely with this view. And, 
with this view only, was the idea reduced into 
writing afterwards. This is plain from the tenour 
and fpirit of Elizabeth’s conduét, concerning them. 
' She made Murray produce them before her com- 
& miffioners, on the 8th of December 1568. She 
urged him to the aé&, to gratify her own mean 
mind by the flanders thrown in them upon Mary. 
But 4e confented to it, in order to pufh his plan 
5 into execution, by terrifying Mary into a fecond, 
--and feemingly unforced, refignation. ‘Then Eliza- 
_. beth, gratified in her own purpofes, was earneft 
to indulge him in his. Her. fecretary therefore, 
: fo early as the 22d of December afterwards, 
| went to work for him. Cecil drew up a detail 


upon 
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upon paper; of what ‘was’ proper’ tobe done at _ 
the’ prefent emergency. The jr point that © 


occurred to his mind, was-———the refignation of 
Mary. «* What is meeteft,” he afks. And he 
anfwers himfelf thus: ‘¢ Firft, that the Queen of 
** Scots be iaduced to yield herfelf to remain in 
“the realme” of England, ‘ and not. depart; 


«and that the eftate of ber fon and the regent may — 
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“© remain and continue. That very day, Eliza- 
beth wrote herfelf to Sir Francis Knollys, one of 
Mary’s keepers, to inftrué& him, “ that in con- 
*¢ clufion it is thought, of all uther devifees, this 
“« to be the beft for us.” So thoroughly did fhe 
confider Murray’s caufe to be her own! She then 
propofes the fcheme, as Cecil had delineated it. 
«* And the caufe of this hir yelding and affent,” 
fhe adds, is “« to be grounded and notifyed to 
*« procede of hir owne good-wil, by refon of hir 
« werynefs of governance, and of defyre to fee 
‘¢ hir fonne ftablifhed, in fuch termes, to, fave 
“¢ bir honor, as is at more length conteaned in 
“ THE INSTRUMENT DEVISED FOR THE DIMISSION 
*€ OF HIR CROWN, WHYLEST SHE WAS IN LOUGH- 
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« tevin.” + So completely did the parts of 


. Elizabeth’s fyftem, now unite into one, with 
Murray’s! But Mary was not to be warped in 
her judgment, or affected in her fpirit, by thefe 
applications of Elizabeth’s to her; any niore 


than fhe had been, by the folicitations of Throg- | 


morton, and five of her rebel chiefs, before, 


They were both fraudulent and pertidious. Mary k, 


* Goodall, ii.! 274. + Ibid, ii. 278—279. 
X 3 Was 
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"was not to be wrought upon by either. And the 
returned that high-toned anfwer to the laft which 
we have recorded before to her honour. ‘ 
Yet the overture was of too great confequence 
to Murray, to be given up even for fuch a ma- 
jeftick rejection of it as that. Cecil therefore 
took up his projeéting pen again, on the 7th of 
January. He formed another {cheme upon paper. 
But it was ftill the fame. His mind, at this period, 
‘entirely moved upon the pivot of refignation.: 
. And his prefent proje& is conceived, half of it in 
_ the fame manner as his former, and half in a 
_ new way. The plan is thus defcribed by him- 
* felf: « That fhe may require licence to remain 
in this realm, free from the troubles of go- 
*¢vernment of her realm, and that her fon may 
*€ remain King,—-and the government to be in the 
_ Earl of Murray ;” or elfe, “ Thatif the Queen 
© will remain Queen both in name and poffeffion, 
«© _vet—fhe may have her fon alfo remain 
«© King, and be joined with her in all refpectis, 
‘and that the government may remain, untill 
_. the King fhall come to 18 years, in the Earl 
** of Murray.”* Elizabeth was ready to concur 
| in any meafures of accommodation, that would be 






as effectual as a voluntary refignation in itfelf, 
' ‘by fixing the fceptre in the hands.of Murray. 
_ Ang the folemnly propofed the former: half of 
the overture to Mary’s commiffioners, that very 
day. “It femit,” fhe faid; * maift meit and 
“ convenitnt, that fcho,” Mary, ‘as. being 
“‘wearie of the realme and government thaitof, 
* Goodall, ii. 295. 
ae.’ % 3 —* fould 
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 fould:zeild [yield] up the crown and govern- 
“¢ ment thairof,’ and demit the famin in favouris 
‘© of hir fone the prince.”* But the inftant 
reply of the commiflioners to this propofal, their 
peremptory reje€tion of dt in the name of their 
miftrefs, their unanimous and abfolute refufal 
even to tranfmit it to her, and their determinate 
perfeverance in all, for ever put an end to the 
project, and even prevented the offer of the al- 
ternative defigned. 

The hope of a fecond and Pertnale voluntary 
refignation, then, appears to have been the ac- 
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tuating motive to Murray, and through him to | 


Elizabeth at laft; in forming the charge of mur- ‘ 


der againft Mary, in forging letters that fhould 
pretend to prove it, and in producing them as he 
did produce them. Elizabeth had no other view. 
at laft. And he had fcarcely any other, from 
the beginning to the end of his proceedings ; 
from his firft production of them before the 
“council and parliament of Scotland in Decem- 
ber, 1567, to his laft before the Englifh com- 
miffioners at Weftminfter in December, 1568: ° 

Buchanan has hitherto had the fuper-eminent 
infamy among the friends of Mary, of having 
forged the letters from her to Bothwell. It was 
not given to him very early.t Yet it has bgen 
continued to him very fteadily But I am com- 
pelled by the force of evidence, to clear Bucha- 
nan of this villainy, and to lay it upon another. 

* Goodall, ii. 300. 

_+ The forgery was originally attributed to Mary Bethune 
or Beaton, one of Mary’s maids of honour. Jebb, i. 5245 


and it. 243. 
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The firft time, that the idea of a fet of forged» 
* letters was fuggelted to the rebels, was on the 


24th of July, 1567. It was pretty certainly a 


. fpark, ftruck off from the mind of Leruincron, 


by the friendly collifion of the ideas of adultery 
and murder, then floating among the mob of 


_ Clergy and gentry in Edinborough, and his own 


habits of forging the hand-writing of Mary. 
Thefe habits are fufficiently attefted by bis own 


. confefion ; as he acknowledged in fecret to the 





commiffioners at York, that he had frequent] 

forged her writing.* His aétive hand, therefore, 
caught the fpark as it flew, threw in the combuf- 
tibles, which his active genius could always fur- 
nifh, and fanned both immediately into a little 
flame. He is exprefsly faid by the rebels them- 
felyes, to have been ‘ efteemed” by them, as 
“one of the beft ingines or fpirits of his 
** country.” He is particularly reported, to 
have had “a crafty head and fell [or fharp] 
tongue.” “Elizabeth alfo is declared’ by her 


own embafiadour, to have known him well “for ~ 


** his wifdom to conceive, and his wit to convey, 
« whatfoever his mind is bent unto to bring it 
* to pafs.”§ And he is defcribed by anothér 
cotemporary, to have been < naturally enclined 
-**to plotting and intriguing, and: fond of en- 
** gountering difficulties, as tools that ferved to 
*¢ fharpen his wit, of which he hada very great 
* Camden, Tranflation, 116, Original 143—144,_ 
“e Ip Paris’s firtt Confeffion, Goodall, i. 140. 
; Keith, 205. § Ibid, 262, 


¢§ ftock.”? 


" se'ftock.”* He inftantly conceived the plan of — 


a feries of letters, fabricated in'a writing fimilar 
to Mary’s, and proving all that the mob afferted; 
in order to terrify Mary into the wanted refig- 
nation. He inftantly conneéted it with its pro- 
per accompaniments. His mind had always a 
quicknels of invention, and a vigour of formation, 
about it. And his tongue, which was as lively 
as his fancy, inftantly reported the whole, for a 
fyftem already in exiftence, to Throgmorton; to 
whofe lodgings he frequently repaired, and in 
whofe ear he frequently pretended to whifper 
the fecret defigns of the party. He was, no 
doubt, the principal channel of intelligence to 
Throgmorton on all occafions. He was the 
only channel upon this. Had the project of 
the letters been known to any, except the relater 
and the reporter; it muft foon have crept out 
among the bufy partizans in the city, and appeared 
in fome of Throgmorton’s intelligences concern- 
ing them. Such a pretended difcovery, if it 
had once gone out beyond the two, would not 
Jong have crept. It would foon have raifed 
itfelf upon its feet. It would foon have ftalked 
forth in gigantick formidablenefs, among the 
amazed crowds, And it was privately intimated 
to Throgmorton only, that he might a& in con- 
junction with Lethington, and his four dffociates 
in treachery ; that he might write like them to 
Mary, upon the dangers that were prefiing upon 
her from every fide; and that f he might unite 


to 
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i. tordrive the poor doe, which they ool not bunt 
down, into the ¢oi/s prepared for her, 

In this manher, I ‘believe, wasrthe firft inti- 
mation of the letters thrown out to Throgmorton, 
It was purely calculated, as the very timing of 
it fhews, to promote the grand purpafe of a 
refignation. This was obtained. | And the idea 
was heard of no more for months. The rebels had 
obtained their refignation, however, not by the 

+ force of their reported letters, not by any indi- 
cated dangers, but by applications of a more 
impreffive nature, by denunciations of imme- 
diate death. Yet this was not known to the 
world. They afferted the contrary. And no- 
body ‘could difprove it. In this ftate they con- 
tinued, perfectly fatisfied with the refignation, 
and totally unmindful of any letters of Mary’s 
for fome months. They then faw it requifite to 
fummon a parliament, in order to procure a 
feeming fanétion to all their meafures, and a 
feeming fecurity to all their perfons. This was 
certainly a very bold ftep. But they prepared 
very cautioufly for it. They provided themfelves 
with a double fuit of armour for the encounter. 
They felt feverely the embarrafflment, which the 
compulfory nature of the refignation threw in 
their road. They muft clear it away, or they 
muft fall over it. They accordingly made ufe 
of expedients, that fhew at once the defperatenefs 

. of their refolution, and the flagitioufnefs of their 

hearts. They prepared fome peers wHO WERE © 
NOT PRESENT, ready to swear folemnly tothe 
voluntarinefs of the refignation. They prepared 
equally 
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equally fome notaries publick, WHO WERE 

EQUALLY NOT PRESENT, ready to fubfcribe for- 
mal inftruments of atteftation to this voluntari- 
nefs: And they refolved upon a fet of forged 
letters, that fhould prefume to call themfelves 
Mary’s writing, and fhould convict her of mur- 
der. To fuch heights of hellifh impiety did 
they determine to mount, upon this occafion!, 
The fuborned notaries and fuborned peers were 
to prove the freedom of the refignation. The 
forged letters were to prove, that, even if the 
refignation was ot free, yet the depofition was 
juft and reafonable. She had been concerned in 
the murder of her hufband. She was convicted of 
the concern, by the evidence of her own letters. 
She was therefore unfit perhaps to live, and cer- 
tainly unfit to reign. There was indeed an 

’ obvious contradiction, between the letters and 
the other teftimonies. Thofe were to fhew her 
depofition juft. Thefe were to prove her refig- 
nation free. But the fame contradiétorinefs, as 
I have remarked before, always attended them in 

' their movements afterwards; and was the mark 
of Carn fet upon them for their conduct, by the 
hand of Providence. And what are contradic- 
tions to fuch Cains as thefe, who are {weeping 
violently to the accomplifhment of their pur- 
pofes, with perjury marfhalling them on their 
way, and with rorcrry bearing up their train 
for them? 

Some days before the parliament was to meet, , 
they affembicd in council together, to project 
rheis meafures againft the meeting. Their 

si avowed 
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avowed aim, was to juftify all their proceedings 
againft Mary, if the refignation fhould be deemed 
a compulfion ; and their Jecret onle, which went 
hand in hand with the other though unfeen, 
was to frighten Mary into a voluntary refig- 
nation afterwards, To prove the former ‘re- 
' fignation free, they had already| provided, ‘no 
doubt, their fwearing peers and their attefting 
notaries. But they: muft now contrive fome 


mode of vindicating their condutt, if they fhould . 


be voted to have depofed their fovereign. For 
this. indeed they cannot want arguments. They 
have been always complaining of her govern- 
ment. . Religion has been in continual danger, 
from her keen propenfities to popery and perfe- 
cution. Liberty has been nearly ftrangled with 
a bow-ftring, by the ready and obfequious mutes, 
. that have always attended behind the chair of 
this Imperious fultana of Scotland. And they 

have, fo recently as the 24th of July before, de- 

termined folemnly, we know, to arraign her for 

TYRANNY : and, fpecifically, “ for breach and 

** violation of their laws and decrees of the 

,  realme, as well that which they do call common 
« Jaws, as their ftatute laws; and namely, the 

«< breach of thofe ftarutes, which were enaéted in 

“her abfence, and confirmed by Monf. de Ran- 

«© dam and Monf. d’Ofell in the French king her 

<< hufband’s name and hers:” They faid fo then; 

but they dare not go upon it now. Religion is 

“generally reported to be moft in danger, when 
there are many attached to religion, and when 

there are a few that want to make ¢heir attach- 

| ment 
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